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going To bid this year (other than 
homebuh&qg) trails 1969 by about 6%. 

Capital CoWare the highest in sev- 
eral generation-C'qisponding to 1970’s 
sharp rise in borrowihgfor construction- 
including some projects s '^,warded'-^Srior 

to 1970. State and mum&itfal bond 
sales for construction sisdred over 

1 1969’s first half, corporate sccurity^les 
' 73%. Because d><%financing calendar 
hectvy, long-term borrowing costs aren’t 
abouKttyfmter. 

ThCstock market’s fall to its lowest in 
seven yeatNhurts institutional constr 
tion by shrhdcing private colkgtfand 
hospital endownjent funds^/^ 

Multi-unit housihg^Pptf'ate multi-unit 
housing’s gain re^5^P r i vate apart- 
ments’ sluggis]>^year-ag\volume. But 
financintfptms are high and funds are 
scarcm^othe overdue sharp rebound in 
thismarket is several months off. 


The Building Contractus Association 
(bga) of New Jersey last w&sk asked the 
President’s Council of Economic 
visers and the Construction^m^ustry 
Collective BargainingpeitunissiorKfor 
help in its attemp^'To avoid an il ^ 
flationary \vage^settlement with Local 
125 of tl}« , Tnternational Union of Op- 
e^suj^^Engineers. The dispute is con-^ 
^.Jefsd a dramatic example of the a; 
structi^fovage inflation problem^ 

The trni-«in, now on an ei^nt-hour 
day, has demoded a six^Jjefur day with 
no loss in pa^vsjdus/lfew and costly 
travel time and ”#f*mning provisions. 
The changes the unicha. wants would 
give operating engineers ®i^0.74 a day 
or $603^0 for a five-day wedt^the BCA 
says.<AVhen the side effects of shch an 


Cost of FBI building soars 70% 

Rising more slowly than its cost, the 
federal government’s most expensive of- 
fice building is taking shape on a block- 
square site along Washington s Penn- 
sylvania Avenue. 

Cost of the new home of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation will be $102 
million when completed four years 
from now, about $8 million more than 
the Rayburn House Office Building 
finished in 1966 and $42 million more 
than estimated in 1962. 

Inflation a ccount s for m uch of the 
70% increase over the original figure, 
General Services Administration 
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Most costly of federal office buildings. 


There will be a wide setback from the 
street and a court near the building s 
center. 

Facilities will include general office 
space, national laboratories, record and 


agregj«€ht are compounded 
ctors would be billing awne 
$ 18 to $20 an hour forjhrtfservic 
operating enginejpflt explain-, 
ators in the mailm’s major clash : 
are nowpeftrning $336.40 a v 
.straigfrttime pay and fringe beiu 
is is the fourth time in the . 
r eeRs. that the Administration 
ceiveahn SOS from the construe; 
dustry. Lttst month, eight nation 
tractor associations in the < <>., 
Construction Efqployers asked 1 1 
controls with a rollback in wage 
Jan. 1, 1970, levels;\(hc Nation 
ciation of Home mdldcgs rq 
Presidential help shoriVof wa 
controls; and the Builders Ass; 
of Chicago asked the White 1 
issue an inflatioy alert tor 
(ENR 7/2 p. 10). As of last week. . 
:ive response h/d been receiver: 
oNbese requests other than a 1 
ing Cstmmis/ton request for rr 
tensive reteaiation of the New 
dispute. 

Out in/eft fiV|d. Negotiations v 
cal 827, a powerful union wii 
wide Jurisdiction, liave been un 
for several monthsNwith three 
BC/ (an Assoc iatecNTIcnen 
tr/ctors’ building chapteXk the 
;ed General Contractors of NV 
eavy and highway chapter 
the Structural Steel and C 
tal\Iron Association. M'hree y; 
thesfl^ three groups had been itr 
Locak825 negotiations that w< 
bitrattbn, producing a guarat 
nual wage proposal from they 


the General Services 

tfjsA'I savs GSA officials add, however, space, nauouai - v * , • . . 
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“something more than another box-like 
federal office,” also boosted cost. 

One GSA official says, “The original 
estimates were for a normal, routine 
box building, which we now feel would 
have done very little to inspire Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue as a major thorough- 
fare.” • a u 

The Fine Arts Commission and the 

Temporary Commission on Pennsylva- 
nia Avenue selected C.F. Murphy Asso- 
ciates, Chicago architects, to design the 
building. 

The design calls for a reinforced con- 
crete building eight stories high along 
the 520 

Avenue _ 

Interior walls of the 2.5-million-sq-ft 
K.iifrlinct will be Drecast concrete 


paricintr for 750 cars, | Commissi 

After recent riots at the present FBI (ENR 
headquarters, security p rovisions added_i As in the 
to_the_new_desigrt boosted cost as did 

nrovis ions_for_showing_to urists th rough. 

the building without disrupting every- 
day FBI work. 

Norair Engineering Corp., Washing- 
ton, D.C., holds the $10.9-million con- 
tract for excavation, foundations and 
the two lowest of four basement levels. 

A $4. 7-million contract went to Blake 
Construction Co., Inc., Washington, 

D.C., last week foi the other two base- 
ment levels 
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.Meanwhile. 


structure, is still to be let. The GSA may 1 
award it next summer. \‘ 
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